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What is envolwe 2

The envolwe initiative has been developed to
strengthen co-operation between small nature
based enterprises (NBEs) and vocational
education and training providers (VETS).

The idea was developed in Finland where it
was felt that if training providers could
co-operate more closely with this particular
type of enterprise and really understand their
needs, learners could be better trained to
meet the skills required for success. NBEs
could also provide specialist knowledge
regarding their sector to make the training
more beneecial and up to date.

We in envolwe form a partnership of VETS,
one network of nature based entrepreneurs
and rural development organisations from
Finland, Estonia, Greece, Italy, Norway,
Belgium and the UK.

Our initiative is supported by the European
Commission through the Leonardo da Vinci
programme, aimed at improving the
vocational education systems of Europe.
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Who can it help?

We aim to help VET providers looking to work more closely
with enterprises to encourage innovation and provide
training in the speciec practical skills required for future
development.

We aim to help small businesses (less than 10 employees)
who provide sustainable products or recreational activities
based on nature. From canoeing to caving, health to
handicrafts, these entrepreneurs help others to appreciate
and experience nature. We want to help them through
special activities designed and targeted for the business
development of NBEs. Networks of nature based
entrepreneurs are also welcomed.
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What will we do?

» We will start by identifying innovative examples of co-operation or
‘success stories’ from NBEs and VETS in partner countries. We will
also build on co-operation models and tools developed in other European
projects such as NEMO.

« We will then work together to modify the best practice examples and
develop practical co-operation models especially for the NBE sector.

* Next, these co-operation models will be piloted in eve partner countries.

e Based on the pilot results, longer term development plans will be made in
each partner country between the VET and NBE sectors.

e A European Handbook for Successful VET and small/micro enterprise
co-operation will be published and made available across Europe.

How can envolwe help you?

If you are a nature based entrepreneur or network, envolwe can help you to:
* Meet others to discuss innovative ideas and plans to develop your
business particularly in the out of season periods.

» Work with training providers to help young people to develop the skills
your business may need in the future.

e Broaden your thinking by working as part of this European initiative and
gain fresh ideas from across Europe.

If you are a VET provider or ineuencer, envolwe can help you to:
* Build closer links with enterprise to meet employer needs more closely.

» Develop training so that learners develop the skills needed in the NBE
sector.

» Broaden your thinking by working as part of this European initiative and
gain fresh ideas from across Europe.

Timeframe

November 2009 — October 2011 and beyond

How can | get involved?

If you would like to end out more or participate in envolwe, please look at our
website http://www.luontoyrittaja.net/envolwe/  or contact any of the project
partners directly (see back page for details).

We look forward to hearing from you!




Project partners

Finland
University of Helsinki Ruralia Institute (Lead partner)
Contact: Anne Matilainen Email: anne.matilainen@helsinki.e

The Finnish Nature-based Entrepreneurship Association
Contact: Juha Rutanen Email: juha.rutanen@helsinki.e

Yla-Savo Municipal Federation of Education
Contact: Kaj Jaaskelainen Email: kaj.jaaskelainen@ysao.e

Europe wide
European Forum for Technical and Vocational Education and Training EfVET
Contact: Peter Hodgson Email:president@efvet.org

Euracademy Association
Contact: Vassilis Tsipidis Email: info-association@euracademy.org

Estonia

Eesti Maaltilikool Estonian University of Life Sciences

Contact: Roger Evans or Lea Sudakova

Email: rgevansassociates@googlemail.com, lea.sudakova@emu.ee

Italy

Centro Studi Cultura Sviluppo (CSCS)
Research Centre for Cultural Development
Contact: Stefano Tirati

Email: stefano.tirati@gmail.com

Norway

Rogaland School and Business

Development Foundation

Contact: Thomas Nilsen Email: thomas@nilsen.com

Norton United Kingdom

Radstock Norton Radstock College

College Contact: Rosaleen Courtney

Email: rosaleen.courtney@nortcoll.ac.uk

For more information

For more information please contact any of the partners or visit our website
http://www.luontoyrittaja.net/envolwe/

This project has been funded with support from the European Commission. This publication
(communication) relects the views only of the author, and the Commission cannot be held
responsible for any use which may be made of the information contained therein.




